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The North Gate from Knox Battery, West Point. 1875
Collection U.S. Senate



Seth Eastman: A Treatise on Topographical Drawing. 1837
Textbook, USMA West Point

Title Page.                        Optical Projection.                      Map of  Fort Putnam



Early Views of  the Hudson: Thomas Davies, Royal Engineers
The Attack on Fort Washington. November 16, 1776



View Across the Schuylkill from Edgefield to Belmont
American Sketchbook, Captain Joshua Rowley Watson, Royal Navy. 1816
Travel drawings & paintings based on the concept of coup de l’oeil militaire



Thomas Gimbrede                                      Sylvanus Thayer
(1781-1833)                                                                  (1785-1872)

USMA Drawing Master 1819-1832 USMA Superintendent 1817-1833



Limits of  Literacy
Penmanship: Once the secret written language of  educated elites. 
Printed matter, chapbooks and broadsides for the common folk



Rivers: Birthplace of  American Landscape Art
Prints by William and Thomas Birch, Philadelphia



Early Views of  the Hudson Highlands

Charles Willson Peale.                                        Thomas Doughty



Thomas Cole. View of  Fort Putnam 1826



William Guy Wall: Hudson River Portfolio,  1821-1825



William Guy Wall: Hudson River Portfolio 1821-25
Canonical picturesque scenery



William Guy Wall: Hudson River Portfolio. 1821-1825
Hydropower: harnessed (left) and untamed (right)

Glenns Falls                                                      Hadley Falls



Plein-Air Painting in the White Mountains: Winslow Homer
Like the Hudson Valley, part of  the American Grand Tour



Art and the Environment George Inness. Lackawanna Valley. 1855
(The landscape consumed by industrial transportation)



Kindred Spirits. Asher B. Durand. 1849
Crystal Bridges Museum of  American Art. Bentonville Arkansas

William Cullen Bryant (left) Thomas Cole (right)



Frederic Church. Niagara Falls. 1857
(19th-century equivalent to the I-Max experience, presented as a ticketed spectacle) 



Selling the idea of  national parks to the U.S. Congress

Albert Bierstadt           Thomas Moran
Yosemite.                    Yellowstone



Art-Making as a Mode of  Personal Engagement: 
JLM in the Field: The Summit of  Kilauea, July 1-2, 2015



Annual Adirondack Plein-Air Festival, Saranac Lake & 
JLM at work by a river



Looking South from Boscobel. James Lancel McElhinney
Hudson Highlands. North River Suite Volume One. 

Needlewatcher Editions. 2017



James Lancel McElhinney
Hudson Highlands: Volume One, North River Suite. 2017

Needlewatcher Editions. New York



Thank You

www.mcelhinneyart.com


